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MEMORANDUM FOR.MR. DAVID WILLIAMSON, NASA

SUBJECT: Sir'xgle‘ Governmental Focal Point for Space Activities

The attached memorandum brings up an old but important subject
which hasn't been discussed in polite company for a long time. I sug-
gest that you and I prepare an acceptable draft NSDM and endorse it to
the Manned Space Flight Policy Committee at the next Survey Applica~
tions. Coordmatmg Commlttee meetmg

RN PAUL é“.“‘WORTHMAN
: oo ‘l‘:‘, ,, COlOﬂel, USAF
Vieoenhas o ‘ Member ‘
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ASSISTANY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301

16 APR 1959

In reply refer to:
I-3032/69

MEMORANDUM TR THE DIRECTCR, OFFICE OF SPACE AND ENVIRUNMENTAL
SCIENCE AFPAIRS, IEPARTMENT CF STATE

SUBJECT: International Prospects and Problems in Remote Sensing
of Earth Rescurces by Sszlellite :

Your draft on "International Prospscets ond Problems in Pemute Sensing
of Earth Rescurces by Sstellite” presents a very well-ressoned approact
t0 internntional participation in prospective progrenms for reaoie
gensing by satellite. I sgree with you completely that it is not too
early to prepsyre for the growing domestic and foreign interest that
seeas likely to arise on this subject.

The Qreft slso provides a thoughtful dlscussion of the nany ha-ards
irherent in & veniure of this nature. One of the more luportsnt emong
these is the general lack of sn internatlonal wensurement to distingulish
between inforantion gathered for so-called "beneficlal purposes” and

thot which is ecenomic intelligence. Your suggesiion to include maxioum
foreign portlicipation-frus the very veginnlnz in the Renote Senslng
Progrem cculd be cne way to agsist in reducing suspicicon of the progrom's
objective and of assuring optimun development in this endeavor.

As you indicate in the draft, the best solution to International problems
in thisg field will evolve fros cléar evidence that the progranm is
econgulicenlly scund snd beneficlal. The step-vy-step opproach in the
draft to hove the United Notlions end selected couniries participate in
NASHs first experimental remote sensing satellite will cerisinly prove

U3 sinceriily in waniting intemmational cocperation in thls Tield and will

.assist materielly in populori~ing the copabilities of the program.

Bowever, I do not see s nead for a new intersgerncy comuitice to coordinate

US efforts in earth sensing at this time. As yo know, the Department of
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Defense cocnsistently has sponsored the concept of & slngle governmental foeal -

point to monitor gpece wetlvities. Specificelly, we have suggested that.
the National Aercncutics end Space Administraticn (WASA), en active par-
ticipant in international spsce efforts, should be the legical ogency for
this respensibility. NA3A eculd be directed es the "action agency” in
remote sensing by lssuing a National Security Decision Memorandum (NSDM)
to that effect. Once this wss accormplished, the State Deparitment could
then negotliste directly with NASA on the politiesl implicstions of

such endeavors. :
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Finelly, I wvauld p”e?er net to glve a coeaclusive regponse to the draft
wntil I have siudied the recommendations of the President’s Spasce Task
Graap, concerning thig and other neticonsl ppoce motiers end its propozed
naticnsl space program.  As you recall, this Group wos orgmnled by
direction ¢f the Pregident and cpﬁratga under the lesdership of the Vice
President. %The opiisuas US sppronch to the sensing program will be bezter
defined after ihess studies are coumpletzd.

We sincerely sppréci&'ﬁe the cpportunity to reviow snd comnent on your .
draft poper snd I agsure you thuot the Deparitment cf Defense will be
kappy to contriltute, whenever ppproprisie, ¢o this very interesting
sublect.

rorr e
SN w
fs\-‘(‘:—-

G, WQ-rr‘an Mutter
ASD/ISA

Coples made: - Prep: mJg/2Mar69
Orig & cc - Addressee ICP/AC/LB8TO/TEETL

ce-[

ce - R&C

¢c¢ - ISA Read File

cc ~ Comeback

ce - Hold

¢ce - 8D-ICP Chron.

ce -

'I"

o ""1 TRy

UUN- 30«.,..;] :‘TEF

Approved for Release: 2020/02/07 C05112137



	0005112137_0001
	0005112137_0002
	0005112137_0003

